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Keys to Student Success: suggested activities to foster student success  
 

1. Problems and Solutions Brainstorm  

 

Objective: Students will find solutions to problems that might prevent them from attending class  

Procedure: As a whole class, elicit problems students have that keep them from attending class 

(examples: illness, transportation difficulties, location changes, class level, nervousness, scheduling issues, problems 

with teachers/students). Write this list on the board. Divide the class into small groups (3-4 students) and give each 

group a problem. Small groups will brainstorm 4 solutions to the problem and report back to the whole class. Teacher 

writes solutions on the board, adding any key solutions students may not have mentioned. 

Materials: Problem Handouts (optional)  

Multi-level adaptation: For lower levels, give small groups a list of problems and solutions and ask them to match 

the problems with the solutions. Review as a whole class. For higher levels, have students write 5 sentences using 

“could”. 

 

2. Weekly Schedule  

 

Objective: Students will create a weekly schedule which will allow them to see when they can study 

and practice English throughout the week 

Procedure: Review common time commitments with students and ask them about what time they 

work, go to class, spend time with their families, etc. As a model, tell students about your schedule, (or an imaginary 

student’s schedule) and use different colored highlighters to block out chunks of time on the schedule. Label each 

color block with the appropriate title, i.e. work, class, family, shopping.  Give students highlighters and schedules and 

ask them to do the same with their schedules.  

When students have completed their colored schedules, brainstorm a list of ways to practice English outside of class 

(for example, practice with flashcards, speak with boss in English, read to children, watch television in English, listen 

to the radio, etc). Using a dark pen, model drawing in times for extra English practice in the schedule. Ask students to 

do the same. When they finish, they can stand up and share their schedule with three other students, pointing to their 

schedule and describing it. Students can keep this schedule in their binders, on their fridges, or in another visible 

place as a reminder to practice English. 

Materials: highlighters, weekly schedules (included in this packet)  

Multi-level adaptation: For low levels, provide the vocabulary they need: work, family, class, etc. Pass around your 

completed schedule as a model. For higher levels, ask students to write sentences about their schedule to share with 

the class. For example: I will read to my children in English once a week. This can turn into learning goals for your 

students.  

 

 

3. Flashcards  

Objective: Students will be able to make and use flashcards to successfully practice new vocabulary.  

Procedure: Using 3 x 5 index cards, model creating different kinds of flashcards. Cut the index cards in 

half so they are pocket-sized. Show students how to create flashcards with the English word on one side 

and the word in their native language or a drawing on another. Once you create the flashcards, model 

using them throughout the day (at work, when you are cooking dinner, on the bus). Model putting 

flashcards in two piles: the “got it” pile and the “need to review” pile as you go through them. Give each student 5 

index cards and ask them to go through their notebooks to create personalized flashcards. Students can also practice 

using flashcards with a partner. 

Materials: 3 x 5 index cards 

Fun tip: Add packets of blank flashcards to your prize repertoire to keep students motivated!  

Multi-level adaptation: For low levels, use vocabulary relating to the topic you will teach during that same week. 

For higher levels, give students some difficult words on flash cards. Ask them to look these up in a dictionary and 

write the definition and an example sentence on the other side.  
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4. Organized Students!  
 

Objective: Students will become aware of organizational skills and keep an organized binder.  

Procedure: Review Organization Vocabulary (included in this packet) with students (low levels only). 

Practice asking questions about organization. Are you organized? Are you disorganized? Do you use a 

binder? Do you organize your binder? Do you three-hole punch your papers? Ask students to bring binders from 

home (most have them). You can also purchase them from Costco (about $ 2 each) and offer them to students. Show 

students to put the date on the top right of each of their papers and “file” them in their binders with the most recent 

work on top. Spend 5 minutes every week organizing their binders and make sure to keep a three-hole punch handy in 

your classroom.  

Materials: Binders, three-hole punch to keep in the classroom. 

Multi-level adaptation: For low levels, help students create dividers for their binders with sections that may be 

useful such as “class work, “homework”, “vocabulary” or any other you may need. For higher levels, ask students to 

list organization skills that are valuable for different types of jobs.  

 

5. Classroom phrases  
 

Objective: Students will be able to use English phrases to express needs in the classroom.  

Procedure: During the first week of class, tell students you are going to create a list of English phrases to use in the 

classroom. On butcher paper, elicit student responses by modeling situation where they might need to use English 

(for example, wave your hand wildly in the air to model “Can you help me?”). Write student suggestions on the 

butcher paper phrases such as: 
 

1. Please.  

2. Thank you.  

3. Excuse me.  

4. I don’t understand. 

5. Can you help me?  

6. Please repeat that.  

7. Please speak slowly.  

8. What’s the spelling?  

9. What’s the pronunciation?  

10. I can’t come tomorrow because 

_________________.  

 

Practice these phrases with your students and situations that would elicit them. You will want to modify the list 

depending on your level. For additional ideas, see the ESL Student Guide published by SBCC Adult Education 

http://ce.sbcc.edu/instructor_resources.html Put the poster in a visible place in the room. When students struggle 

or ask you a question in their first language, point to the poster as a reminder.  

Materials: Butcher paper, student ideas 

Multi-level adaptation: Whole class activity. Higher level students get a cue from a bag to role-play a situation. 

Lower level students say the phrase from the list that is appropriate.   

 

6. Materials Checklist 
 

Many students come to class unprepared. This “checklist” helps them remember what they need to 

bring.  

Objective: Students will know what they need to bring to class and come to class prepared.  

Procedure: In the first few weeks of the term, brainstorm with students items they need to bring to class. For low 

levels, this exercise might go hand in hand with learning classroom objects. On butcher paper, create a “checklist” of 

items to bring to class everyday. This will vary depending on your class, but it might include:  
 

o Books  

o Paper  

o Pencil  

o Student ID card  

o Homework  

o Notebook  

o Binder  

o Motivation!  

 

Once you have established a “checklist” for your class, create a generic checklist for students to put in their binders. 

Photocopy it and give it to students. Model “checking” the checklist before you leave the house, forgetting something 

and retrieving it, etc. Every once in a while, ask students to bring out their checklist and survey which students have 

all the items listed.  Materials: butcher paper, checklist (to be created by teacher).  


