
CATESOL Minutes 2016 – 02 – 25 

Meeting called to order 4:35. 

In attendance: Angela Pesce (ELS); Annette Flower (ELS); Betsy Cassriel (SBCC); Elaine Chang 

(ELC); Jack Bailey (UCSB); Joshua Steward (ELS); ); Randy Rightmire (UCSB); Steve Thompson 

(Ventura Adult and Continuing Education). 

Chapter news 

Our chapter has been sanctioned by CATESOL for reinstatement. We have the old email address 

in use again: lospadrescatesol@gmail.com; it is on the conference flyers that just went out. 

Josh attended the Chapter Chairs’ meeting, substituting for Angela, who could not attend. He 

learned: 

- CATESOL is a business; therefore the emphasis now is to ensure that events are 

profitable. Revenues will go to CATESOL to support the organization at the state level. 

- Chapters will need to adhere to uniform pricing of events. Eventually, it will be 

determined how much to charge for conferences, professional development workshops, 

etc., and all chapters will charge the same for similar events across the state. Until then, 

we are free to charge as we see fit. 

- Members of the Los Padres board must be dues-paying members of CATESOL. 

Ramifications include that Angela and Randy will have to re-activate their memberships. 

Dues are $60/year or $100 for two years. 

Conference 

The save-the-date (STD) and call-for-proposals (CFP) flyers have been approved. Angela is 

working to get our conference flyer to conform to CATESOL’s standard so that it can be 

approved. She is also working on the conference registration form. 

Angela noted that Anthony Burik (Chapter Council Chair) has taken over most of the functions 

formerly performed by Don Sillings. Anthony will be our contact at CATESOL going forward. He 

must approve any documents that we publish (e.g., conference flyer, call for proposals, save 

the date flyer).  

Steve noted that the weekend of our conference (April 23-24) is the weekend of the California 

Conference of Adult Educators (CCAE), where several textbook publishers will be attending. This 

could make it more difficult to get some publishers to commit to our conference. 

Proposal submissions: Angela suggested that help will be needed logging in to the 

lospadrescatesol@gmail.com account and downloading proposal submissions daily. It was 
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recommended that these proposals be immediately moved to the shared Google Drive folder 

that we are already using for conference materials. If we get enough proposals, we can decide 

to extend the conference to a full day (morning and afternoon); for the time being, we will plan 

to have a half day (morning and lunch) conference. 

Conference fees should be decided in time for the conference flyer. Suggestions included $50 

regular, with discounts for early bird registration, presenters, and students. A higher rate 

should be charged for non-CATESOL members in order to incentivize membership. Betsy 

recommended that our proposed $50 top rate is probably too low, given that what we charge 

this year could influence the rate that eventually gets locked in as CATESOL moves ahead with 

its plan to create uniform standards for chapter conference rates. Jack suggested that $60 or 

$70 is not unreasonable. It may be helpful to find out what other chapter conferences charge. 

Catering: Early conference registration should be strongly incentivized because we will need to 

give “hard numbers” to catering by a certain date, and catering will need us to commit to a 

head count. Lunches we order that go unserved will still be paid for; attendees in excess of the 

ordered lunches will go unfed. Jack says we can expect catering to charge us $40 per head. We 

need to find out the deadline by which catering needs our head count; that date will then 

determine our early-bird registration deadline—adding some days of turnaround time in 

between. 

Membership table: We will want a membership table at the conference, where non-members 

of CATESOL can be encouraged to sign up—and a volunteer to staff it. CATESOL can send us 

“new member” packets that give information on the incentives of membership. Betsy noted 

that a list of member benefits is available on the CATESOL website. Those who join on-site at 

our conference will still be offered member rates for conference registration. 

Outreach: We have a list identifying contacts at area schools. This list is on our shared Google 

drive. Angela has divided up the contact list among board members, who must contact their 

share of the list. Steve offered to contact schools that he knows. Any schools that we know of 

that we do not see on the list, we should add. 

We need a plenary speaker. Terease proposed Deb Gordon at our last meeting; we don’t yet 

know if Terease has invited her. 

Meeting adjourned 5:35. 


