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PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS 
 
Session 1  10:15 – 11:00     Location:  H328 (Computer Lab)                            45 min 

 
Digital Literacy and College and Career Readiness in Adult ED        Workshop 
Presenter:   Sachiko Oates – SBCC Noncredit ESL                                                 A  
 
Would you like to incorporate computer skills into your ESL instruction?  Would you like to enhance 

students’ learning and get them college and career ready?  In this hands-on workshop, the 

presenter(s) will share engaging activities that apply the information students learn in textbooks to 

real life situations.  These project based activities will help your students learn the basic computer 

skills needed for a successful transition to their next step. 

 
 
Session 1  10:15 – 11:00    Location:  Room  H304                                                        45 min 

 
Project Based Learning in the ESL Classroom!                                          Workshop 
Presenter:   Marit ter Mate-Martinsen & Jaala Thibault – SBCC, UCSB                       E, S, A, C/U/IEP  
  
In this session, the presenters, who have used PBL (Project Based Learning) for years, will share some 
of their favorite projects that can be done with beginning to advanced level ESL students.  PBL is a 
student-centered teaching method in which students examine a real-world problem for an extended 
time.  A student project should be personally meaningful and address an educational need. Once 
you’ve tried PBL, there’s no turning back!  There will also be a brief discussion on the value of PBL and 
the helpful use of a backward design process to map out each project.  
 
 
Session 1  10:15 – 11:00     Location:  Room  H305     *Double Session*                  90 min 

 
“Different is not deficient.”  Chinese Students in Writing Classes                                               Workshop 
Presenters:      Ingrid Bowman & Jing Yu - UCSB                     C/U 
                                  
Tang T. Heng, a Columbia University doctoral student, examines how teachers frame discussions 

about Chinese students’ deficits, unaware of the cultural context their behaviors come from. This 

approach can lead to a ‘deficit perspective’ of Chinese students.  For ten weeks, Jing Yu observed 

Chinese and Taiwanese writers taught by Ingrid Bowman.  In this college-oriented session, presenters 

will critique the successes and failures of a list of teaching techniques and suggest modifications.  The 

audience will gain sociocultural perspectives to balance the needs of Chinese writers.  
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Session 1  10:315 – 11:00            Location:  Room H307                  45 min 

 
Digital vs Print Reading: Teaching Appropriate Skills for Both Modalities                                Workshop 
Presenter:      Deborah Gordon – SBCC, UCSB Extension                                           S, A, C/U,IEP 
                                  
Technological advances have had a huge impact on language teaching and learning, especially in the 

areas of reading and writing.  While the impact has been largely positive, recent research comparing 

digital vs. traditional reading and writing points to challenges that need to be addressed.  The 

presenter will provide an overview of recent research on this issue and explore the implications for 

ESL learning and classroom practices.  

 
 
 
Session 2  11:15 – 12:00     Location:  Room H328 (Computer Lab)                                 45 min 

 
Connect Your Students to More Online Vocabulary Power                                                    Workshop  
Presenter:     Randall Rightmire – UCSB EMS Program                                                              C/U, IEP 
  

              
Online dictionaries, as we all know, are a powerful resource for vocabulary learning and teaching. 
Recently, several newer online tools have arrived that unlock even more vocabulary learning power. 
Google’s Ngram Viewer has several unusual features that let users compare words and phrases and 
track their popularity across time, dialect, and genre.  This demonstration will show how to create 
classroom activities and homework assignments that prepare learners to use Ngram Viewer as a self-
study tool.  
 
 
Session 2  11:15 – 12:00                Location:  Room   H304              45 min 

 
Access to Career Pathways: Paving the Way for Adult English Learners       Workshop 
Presenter:      Jayme Adelson-Goldstein                                     A 
                                  
What constitutes contextualized English language instruction and how is this type of instruction 
relevant to learners whose goals do not include employment?  Participants in this session will 
discover the rationale behind (and the process of) infusing career awareness while providing direct 
instruction in the language learning strategies that support employability skills.  This session is a set of 
guided, interactive tasks with the goal of building participants’ background knowledge on ways to 
introduce Career Pathways in ESL, while also modeling the types of tasks participants’ can use to 
infuse career awareness into their curriculum.    
 
 
 
 
 



*See page 5 for Level Legend. 3 

 
 
 
Session 2   11:15 – 12:00                Location:  Room   H305           *Double Session Cont’d*                                 

 
“Different is not deficient.”  Chinese Students in Writing Classes                                               Workshop 
Presenters:      Ingrid Bowman & Jing Yu - UCSB                     C/U 
                                  
Tang T. Heng, a Columbia University doctoral student, examines how teachers frame discussions 

about Chinese students’ deficits, unaware of the cultural context their behaviors come from. This 

approach can lead to a ‘deficit perspective’ of Chinese students.  For ten weeks, Jing Yu observed 

Chinese and Taiwanese writers taught by Ingrid Bowman.  In this college-oriented session, presenters 

will critique the successes and failures of a list of teaching techniques and suggest modifications.  The 

audience will gain sociocultural perspectives to balance the needs of Chinese writers.  

 

Session 2   11:15 – 12:00               Location:  Room   H307                                       45 min 

 
Improving Student Outcomes with Technology                                                            Workshop 
Presenter:  Jonathan Boggs – Pearson ELT                            A, C/U, IEP                                 
                         
With the ever-changing landscape of accountability, student outcomes, and individual student needs, 
it is necessary to examine the methods and tools we use in our teaching.  Using examples from 
Pearson’s MyEnglishLab we will consider ways to utilize technology, extend the classroom, provide 
opportunities for personalized blended learning, and reduce teacher workload.  This presentation will 
provide participants opportunities to evaluate methods they use in the classroom to see if they meet 
the needs of current students.  Participants will also have the opportunity to preview internet based 
programs that provide students with language, workplace, and technology skills that will enable them 
to be successful in an academic or workplace setting.  
 

 
 
Session 3   1:15 – 2:00                Location:  Room  H328 (Computer Lab)                         45 min 

 
“Make Me Laugh” Contest                          Workshop 
Presenter:  John Robertson – SBCC ESL                                                   S, A, C/U 
                  
My intermediate – advanced level writing students and I have shared a lot of laughs from a simple, 

yet effective, contest that challenges their ability to convert their fond and funny memories into a 

humorous essay.  Join me as we all compose a personal non-fiction essay that shares a life experience 

geared to get the audience (each other) laughing.  Consider the ease with which you can replicate this 

writing activity with your students.  
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Session 3   1:15 – 2:00                 Location:  Room  H 304               45 min  

 
Dynamic Dictation                               Workshop  
Presenter:  Karen Giuffre – SBCC Noncredit ESL             A 
 
Explore the endless and dynamic opportunities to use dictation in the classroom.  Dictation can be 
used for vocabulary development, specific grammar points, current events, recycling material, text 
supplement, assessments, and much more.  Students love it!  Let’s discover creative ways to 
incorporate the use of dictation into our lesson planning. 
 
       
Session 3   1:15 – 2:00                 Location:  Room H305                                                    45 min 

 
How I Learned English: A Motivational Story                                               Discussion 
Presenter: Paula Massadas Pereira                                                              E,S,A,C/U,IC,PTE
                                                  

Language acquisition takes time and effort, which usually prevents many immigrants from achieving 
their dreams.  This presentation focuses on how to motivate adults, children, and families to 
overcome their language barriers through a motivational story of a former ESL student.  The 
presentation will highlight how the book How I Learned English: The Story of a Brave Mexican Girl can 
be utilized to inspire its readers.  
 
 
Session 3   1:15 – 2:00                  Location:  Room  H307                                                      45 min   

 
Supporting Emerging Multilingual Newcomer Students                      Discussion                       
Presenters: Rosie Ojeda, Tina Duran, Maria Larios-Horton – Santa Maria             S, NNL 
  Union High School District 
                                                                        
Our department addressed the needs of emerging multilingual newcomer students by organizing 
professional learning days for teachers of newcomer students as well as bilingual instructional 
assistants.  We will provide an overview of the content used in the professional learning days, 
focusing on asset based mindset and culturally relevant teaching.  Language level: beginning.   
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Session 4   2:15 – 3:15             Location:  Room H328 (Computer Lab)                                 60 min 

 
Getting Familiar with Burlington English Learning Tool                                  Workshop               
Presenters:  Marcus Van & Laura Locken – Ventura Adult and Continuing Education                      A                  
 
Burlington English offers a unique English Language Acquisition program that combines face-to-face 
classroom activities with interactive online courses students can use anytime and anywhere.  With 
Burlington English Speech Trainer, students listen to vocabulary and dialogues, record themselves, 
and much more. Students receive immediate feedback on how closely their pronunciation matches a 
native speaker and the program creates individualized training exercises to help them improve.  This 
pragmatic approach effectively improves their pronunciation and comprehensibility.  This session will 
explore Burlington English in depth and be presented by an English language professional who has 
used it extensively in the classroom.  
 
Session 4   2:15 – 3:00                  Location:  Room H304                          45 min 

 
Community Building Activities in the Classroom                                                                      Workshop 
Presenter:  Molly Laula – SBCC Noncredit ESL                                                A
                       

This session will explore interactive activities that promote controlled to authentic speech while 

building community in the classroom.  Appropriate for levels from Introduction to High Intermediate 

ESL.                      

Session 4   2:15 – 3:00                 Location: Room   H -305                         45 min 

 
An Examination of ESL Learners Beyond the Classroom                                               Discussion 
Presenter:   Damon Lasiter – College of Southern Nevada                                                        A, C/U, IC       
 
This talk will present some of the results of an anthropological study conducted via qualitative and 
quantitative research methods on the lives of ESL students, specifically focusing on their use of 
English in everyday life, their social networks demonstrating with whom they do and do not speak 
English, their motivation for learning English, and challenges they face as non-native English speakers. 
  
           

Legend: 
Below is the key to identifying educational levels for presentations. 
 
Levels: 
E = Elementary    G = General 
S= Secondary    IC = Intercultural Communications 
A=Adult     NNL = Non-Native Language Educators’ Issues  
C/U = College/University   TEW = Teaching English in the Workplace 
IEP = Intensive English Program  IC = Intercultural Communications 
G = General 

 


